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CONFIDENTIAL DHAHRANI 0488 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: ANOTHER OIL/GAS FIRE IN THE ABQAIQ AREA 
REF: DHAHRAN 0486 

1 . ONE OF THE MOST SENIOR AMERICAN EXECUTIVES AT ARAMCO 
HAS PROVIDED CONSUL GENERAL WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
ON GOSP NO. 3 FIRE, BUT HAS STATED THAT THE INFORMATION 
MUST BE CLOSELY HELD AND NOT RPT NOT ATTRIBUTED TO 
ARAMCO UNTIL SAUDI GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZES RELEASE. 

DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT SAG WAS EXTREMELY SENSITIVE 
ABOUT DISTORTED REPORTS OF THE TWO MAJOR ABQAIQ FIRES 
LAST YEAR AND RESULTING NEAR PANIC IN TOKYO (AND TO 
LESSER EXTENT IN NEW YORK). SAG APPARENTLY REALIZES 
THAT SPECULATION ABOUT POSSIBLE SABOTAGE COULD BE EVEN 
MORE WIDESPREAD THIS TIME, AND HAS TOLD ARAMCO TO RELEASE 
NO INORMATION UNTIL AUTHORIZED BY SAG. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE, SAUDI MINISTER 

OF PETROLEUM ZAKI YAMANI AND PETROMIN GOVERNOR MR. TAHER 
HAVE ALREADY ARRIVED IN DHAHRAN TO SUPERVISE INVESTIGATION 
ND REPAIR WORK. THE FIRE, WHICH IS STILL BURNING, WAS 
THE RESULT OF A ''MASSIVE"SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS AT 0145 
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APRIL 15. THE PLANT IS "SEVERLY" DAMAGED, WITH ONLY 
A FEW PARTS SALVAGEABLE. THE EXECUTIVE STATED THAT THE 
EXPLOSIONS FLATTENED ALL BUILDINGS IN THE AREA, AND 
HURLED SOME TANKS 2500 FEET AWAY FROM THEIR DOUNDATIONS . 

ARAMCO PLANS TO LET THE FIRE BURN OUT, BUT DOES NOT 
KNOW HOW MUCH OIL REMAINS IN THE FACILITY OR HOW LONG 
THE FIRE WILL CONTINUE. 
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3. THE EXECUTIVE STATED IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT INQUIRY 
FROM CONSUL GENERAL THAT ' FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES THE 
FIRE WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON ARAMCO PRODUCTION". HE ADDED 
THAT THE PLANT WAS ALREADY PRODUCING AT A LOW RATE, CAN 
BE QUICKLY BY-PASSED, AND PRODUCTION CAN BE IMMEDIATELY 
INCREASED AT OTHER GOSPS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 
PRODUCTION A PRE-FIRE LEVEL. 

4. ACCORDING TO THE EXECUTIVE, ONLY EIGHT ARAMCO PEOPLE 
AND ONE CONTRACTOR SUPPLIED GUARD WERE AT THE SITE WHEN 
THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED. ONE ARAMCO MAN IS STILL MISSING, 
TWO ARAMCONS ARE DEAD, ONE CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEE IS DEAD. 
THREE MEN ARE IN SATISFACTORY CONDITION, AND TWO ARAMCONS 
ARE BADLY BURNED AND IN THE ARAMCO HOSPITAL. NO 
AMERICANS WERE AT THE FIRE DURING THE EXPLOSION, AND 
ARAMCO BELIEVES THE CASUALTIES ARE ALL SAUDIS. 

5. WE INTEND TO GET A FIRST-HAND LOOK AT THE FIRE AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE AND TO CHECK PARTICULARLY CLOSELY INTO THE 
QUESTION OF POSSIBLE SABOTAGE. THE ARAMCO EXECUTIVE STATED 
THAT SURVIVING PERSONNEL REPORT HAVING HEARD ESCAPING GAS 
IN THE AREAJUST BEFORE THE EXPLOSION, SO HE 

BELIEVES SABOTAGE WAS NOT INVOLVED. WE EXPECT A GREAT 
DEAL OF SKEPTICISM ON THAT POINT, HOWEVER, AND WILL BE 
LOOKING AT THE SABOTAGE QUESTION VERY CLOSELY. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 DHAHRA 00488 151313Z 

BUSHNELL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, FIRES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 15 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DFIAFIRA00488 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 62-0769 
Format: TEL 
From: DHAHRAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780453/aaaabslz.tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f61 528ad-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 DHAHRAN 486 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2956782 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANOTHER OIL/GAS FIRE IN THE ABQAIQ AREA 
TAGS: ENRG, SA, ARAMCO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f61 528ad-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



